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1. СONTEXT
During the implementation of the project “Reducing Risk Vulnerability
in Eastern Ukraine” a range of problems and gaps in DRM system (in Donetsk
and Luhansk oblasts) were identified at all levels. In particular, systemic
problems were identified in the field of risk understanding, mainly related to
monitoring of environmental and industrial risks. Lack of a national
environmental monitoring system, including that one covering regular
monitoring of groundwater, chemical composition of mine waters, water level
in mines and soil pollution remains the key obstacle to the development of
commeasurable prevention, preparedness and response strategies in relevant
fields. Still, these issues directly relate to Sendai Priority #1 “Understanding
Disaster Risk”. Particularly, Section 24 of the “Sendai Framework for Disaster
Risk Reduction” states that “it is important […] (a) to promote the collection,
analysis, management and use of relevant data and practical information and
ensure its dissemination, taking into account the needs of different categories

of users, as appropriate.”
Another negative consequence of gaps in risk understanding is low
level of public awareness on risks and, as a result, low level of resilience to risks.
Communities (especially those along the contact line) where population
remains uninformed about key risks are unable to create and maintain resilient,
efficient and sustainable DRM system.
The main purpose of this survey was to screen the level of public
awareness on environmental and industrial risks in conflict affected areas of
Donetsk and Luhansk oblasts, as well to identify the key sources of information
being used by population in those areas.
This Report is covering the results of phone-based survey conducted in
December 2020 – January 2021 on Government-Controlled Area of Ukraine to
screen population's awareness on environmental/industrial risks. Locations
where respondents were reached out are as follows:

• Popasna raion (Luhansk oblast),
• Yasinuvata, Volnovakha, Bakhmut and raions (all – Donetsk
oblast),
• Toretsk city area jointly with city surroundings (Donetsk oblast).
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2. SAMPLING
Within the framework of the project 1000 residents of Bakhmutskyi,
Volnovaskyi, Yasynuvatskyi raions and Toretska MCA of Donetska oblast and
Popasnianskyi raion of Luhanska oblast were reached: 200 from each. Out of
those 500 of respondents were male and 500 – female; 50 percent were aged
under 50, the rest – 50 and above.
QUESTION 1. Please indicate how much you agree or disagree
with the following statement: “ I think that ecological situation
in my area has not changed since the beginning of the conflict” .
In overall the majority tended not to share a view that the ecological
situation had not changed since the outbreak of the conflict (53.5 percent):
24.2 percent disagreed completely and 29.1 percent somewhat disagreed.
However, in Bakhmutskiy raion and Toretska MCA respondents had a

different opinion: 63 percent and 57 percent accordingly believed the
contrary.

Military actions, destruction of infrastructure and environmentally
hazardous enterprises in the temporarily occupied territory of Ukraine upset
the ecological balance, which led to dangerous changes in the environment.
The main threats are as follows: damage to the nature reserve fund;
contamination of soils with chemical products due to ammunition explosions;
destruction of landscapes and vegetation due to the use of military

equipment and fortifying works; destruction of large areas of forests due to
fires caused by hostilities and uncontrolled logging1.

1

Ecological passport of Luhansk oblast, passed by head of the oblast state administration – chief of civil
military administration 25.06.2019 https://deis.menr.gov.ua/lib/files/eplo2018.pdf
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QUESTION

2.

What

do

you

consider

as

environmental/

industrial risks?

Among the ecological and/or technogenic risks the respondents most
commonly pointed to the following: water pollution (over 60 percent), air
pollution and illegal waste dumps (approximately 50 percent), pollution with
remnants of war (34 percent). Issues like deforestation, forest fires, soil
pollution, and mine flooding were mentioned by about a quarter of the
respondents each.
What do you consider to be an ecological or technogenic
risk?
Water pollution

61%

Air pollution

53%

Illegal waste disposal

47%

Conflict pollution

34%

Deforestation

28%

Forest fires

26%

Soil pollution

25%

Mine flooding

24%

Arable land fires
Other

19%
7%

Expectedly, place of residence affected the choice of concerns. In
Bakhmutskyi raion both water and air pollution gained over two thirds of the
responses. Respondents from Yasynuvatskyi raion as well demonstrated
greater than average awareness of water and air pollution (71 and 70
percent), although they more than twice less referred to the conflict and soil
pollution and three times less cited deforestation and arable land fires.
In Volnovaskyi raion illegal waste dumps appeared to be of greater

concern than air pollution (44 percent against 39). Besides, local informants
more often named deforestation (40 percent), yet not even every tenth
selected such risks as forest fires and mine flooding. Residents of Toretska
MCA quite frequently cited mine flooding (50 percent) and soil pollution
(41 percent). Nearly a half of the interviewees from Popasniankyi raion
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mentioned conflict pollution and illegal waste dumps, only a bit less

broughtup forest fires (44 percent). Water pollution was mentioned by
every third whilst air pollution by every fourth.

Among other issues brought up in the course of the interviews were:
drying up wells, radiation levels, plastic waste.
One of the most important environmental problems of Donetsk
region is air pollution by emissions of pollutants from industrial enterprises
and vehicles. The main air pollutants in the region are ferrous metal industry,
thermal power plants and coal industry enterprises. Today, one-fifth of
Ukraine’s industrial potential is concentrated in the Donetsk region, 78
percent of which are environmentally hazardous metallurgical and mining
industries, electricity generation and coke production. Enterprises in these
industries have the most negative impact on the environment2.

NO2 emissions (yearly-mean Sentinel-5P satellite data) and Hazardous objects (DEIS, Ecological
passports of Donetsk, Luhansk and Zaporizhzhia oblast). Map provided by IMPACT Initiatives.

2

Ecological passport of Donetsk oblast, passed by head of the oblast state administration – chief of civil

military administration 25.06.2020 https://bit.ly/2YziImM
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SO2 emissions (yearly-mean Sentinel-5P satellite data) and Hazardous objects (DEIS, Ecological

passports of Donetsk, Luhansk and Zaporizhzhia oblast). Map provided by IMPACT Initiatives.

One of the main problems of the Luhansk oblast is hazardous waste
management. There are 36.5 tons of banned or unsuitable chemical plant
protection products in Belovodsky, Milovsky, and Popasnyansky districts. In
addition, there is no procedure for obtaining a permit for operations in the
field of waste management. Due to this, oblast state administrations do not
have reliable and complete information on operations in the field of waste
management in the oblast3.
QUESTION 3. Which of the risks mentioned in question #2 you
think should be mitigated as a first priority in your location?
Asked to identify and rank up to three risks requiring immediate
action 27 percent of the respondents as their first choice prioritized water

pollution, 17 percent – air pollution, 16 percent – illegal waste dumps. Some
662 respondents provided their opinion on second most urgent issue and

3

Ecological passport of Luhansk oblast, passed by head of the oblast state administration – chief of civil
military administration 25.06.2019 https://deis.menr.gov.ua/lib/files/eplo2018.pdf
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the results were almost identical. Only 382 answers were collected regarding
the third priority: illegal waste dumps, water, air, and conflict pollution

received about one sixth of the responses each.

The most urgent issue to be dealt with

12%

7%

3%

6%

16%

4%

15%

3%

17%

5%

27%

Water pollution

Air polution

Illegal waste disposal

Conflict pollution

Deforestation

Mine flooding

Forest fires

Your option

Arable land fires

Soil pollution
Breaking down the aggregated data on the first priority it can be seen
that preferences varied across the residential areas. Water and air pollution
more frequently were referred to in Yasynuvatskyi raion: by 37 and 27
percent accordingly. Residents of Popasnianskyi raion attributed greater
significance to dealing with forest fires (16 percent) while water and air
pollution were mentioned by only 11 and 7 percent.
Particular attention to the mine flooding (14 percent) was spotted

among the inhabitants of Toretska MCA. In Volnovaskyi raion pollution with
remnants of war was among the top three issues favoured by 16 percent,
whereas in Popasnianskyi it became the most important concern selected by
22 percent. At the same time, informants from Toretska MCA and
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Yasynuvatskyi raion displayed least concern with these matters as just two
and four percent opted for it.
Part of the rivers in Donetsk region belongs to the category of dirty
and very dirty. This was caused by the discharge of a significant amount of
untreated wastewater from the territories of settlements and agricultural
lands, as well as the long-term accumulation of pollutants in the bottom
sediments. In the settlements of the region drainage, which are on the
balance of local governments, are not equipped with cleansing structures4.

Overage of maximum permitted concentration of sulfate (SO4) in water bodies in Donetsk and
Zaporizhzhia oblast in 2018 according to data from National Water Agency of Ukraine. Map
provided by IMPACT Initiatives.

Concerning the mine flooding issue, most of the mines remained in
the occupied territory, which is topographically higher than controlled by

Ukraine, so the entire volume of mine water is moved to the mines of
Toretsk, Selidovo and Zolotoye.

4

Ecological passport of Donetsk oblast, passed by head of the oblast state administration – chief of civil
military administration 25.06.2020 Link

10

In 2018, the area of forest plantations destroyed by fires in Luhansk
region was 155 hectares. Large areas of forest were destroyed as a result of

hostilities, fires, and uncontrolled deforestation5.
QUESTION

4.

Please

indicate

how

you

usually

receive

information about environmental/industrial risks in your
area.
Surveyed on the sources of information on ecological and
technogenic risks the overwhelming majority of interviewees pointed to
friends, neighbours, and relatives (64 percent). Internet and TV were the
second and the third most popular options checked by 39 and 26 percent of
the respondents. Only a mere one percent cited private enterprises. Those
quoting other sources and elaborating on them either referred to own
observations or complete lack of information.
Sources of infromation on ecological and technogenic
risks
Friends, neighbours, and relatives

64%

Internet

39%

TV

26%

Other sources

15%

Local authorities

10%

Press

5%

Radio

Private enterprises

3%

1%

Informants from Bakhmutskyi raion displayed greater than average
preference for TV (35 percent) and somewhat lesser for friends, neighbours,

5

Ecological passport of Luhansk oblast, passed by head of the oblast state administration – chief of civil
military administration 25.06.2019 https://deis.menr.gov.ua/lib/files/eplo2018.pdf
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and relatives (55 percent) as their sources of information. In Volnovaskyi
raion Internet remained the second most popular choice yet it was named

1.5 times less often; approximately every sixth cited TV, local selfgovernment, and other sources. In Popasnianskyi raion surveyed inhabitants
predominantly relied on friends, neighbours, and relatives (75 percent).
Remarkably, share of television was ten percent more than on average.
In Toretska MCA Internet enjoyed the greatest popularity with 49
percent mentioning it. Over 30 percent of the respondents located in
Yasynuvatskyi raion pointed to other sources of information while TV was
chosen by some 12 percent only.

DISCLAIMER & ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
This survey is made possible with the final support of the European Union
through its Civil Protection and Humanitarian Aid Operations Department.
This document covers humanitarian aid activities implemented with the

financial assistance of European Union. The views expressed herein should not be
taken, in any way, to reflect the official opinion of the European Union, and the
European Commission is not responsible for any use that may be made of the
information it contains.
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ANNEX 1: SURVEY QUESTIONNAIRE
Questionnaire for phone-based survey
on GCA to screen population's awareness on environmental/
industrial risks (Locations: Popasna, Yasinuvata, Volnovakha,
Bakhmut raions, Toretsk city)
INFORMATION ABOUT INTERVIEWEE:
Actual place of living (survey is being done on GCA only):
Popasna raion____
Yasinuvata raion_____
Volnovakha raion_____
Bakhmut raion_____
Toretsk area______
Gender: M _____

F_____ Not specified______

Age: 18-49_____

50+_____
QUESTIONS:

1. Please indicate how much you agree or disagree with the statement below.
1
Strongly Agree

2
Somewhat Agree

3
Somewhat Disagree

4
Strongly Disagree

I think that environmental situation in my area has not changed since
the beginning of the conflict.

[

]

2. What do you consider as environmental/industrial risks?

Mines flooding

[

]

Polution of water

[

]

Forest fires

[

]

Air pollution

[

]

Illegal waste dumping

[

]

Other (please specify)

[

]
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3. Which of the risks mentioned in question #2 you think should be mitigated
as a first priority in your location?

Mines flooding

[

]

Pollution of water

[

]

Forest fires

[

]

Air pollution

[

]

Illegal waste dumping

[

]

Other (please specify)

[

]

4. Please indicate how you usually receive information about
environmental/industrial risks in your area.

1. Television

[

]

2. Newspaper

[

]

3. Internet

[

]

4. Radio
5. Private industry, such as plants, factories, coal
mines etc.
6. Village/City/Raion/Regional authorities

[

]

[

]

[

]

7. Friends, neighbors and relatives

[

]

8. Other sources

[

]
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